
Growing Raspberries

Raspberries are very adaptable to home gardens. The flavor of these berries is treasured and the fruit 

ŚĂƐ�ŵĂŶǇ�ĐƵůŝŶĂƌǇ�ƵƐĞƐ͘ ��Ǉ�ĐŚŽŽƐŝŶŐ�Ă�ƉƌŽƉĞƌ�ƉůĂŶƟŶŐ�ƐŝƚĞ͕�ǀ ĂƌŝĞƟĞƐ͕ �ĂŶĚ�ĨŽůůŽǁ ŝŶŐ�Ă�ĐŽƵƉůĞ�ŽĨ������������

ƉƌŽĚƵĐƟŽŶ�ŚŝŶƚƐ͕ �ƚŚĞ�ƉůĂŶƚƐ�ĂƌĞ�ĞĂƐǇ�ƚŽ�ŐƌŽǁ ͘ ���ĞƌƌŝĞƐ�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ŚĂǀ Ğ�Ă�ƐŽƵƌĐĞ�ŽĨ�ǁ ĂƚĞƌ�ĂŶĚ�ďĞ�ƉƌŽƚĞĐƚĞĚ�

ĨƌŽŵ�ĚĞĞƌ͘��ŽƚŚ�ƐƵŵŵĞƌ�ĂŶĚ�ĨĂůů�ďĞĂƌŝŶŐ�ǀ ĂƌŝĞƟĞƐ�ĂƌĞ�Ăǀ ĂŝůĂďůĞ͕�ďƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�ĨĂůů�ďĞĂƌŝŶŐ�ǀ ĂƌŝĞƟĞƐ�ǁ ŝůů�ďĞĂƌ�

most consistently for home gardeners ͕ �ĂŶĚ�ŚĂǀ Ğ�ŶŽ�ƉƌŽďůĞŵƐ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ǁ ŝŶƚĞƌ�ĐŽůĚ�Žƌ�ŇƵĐƚƵĂƟŶŐ�ƐƉƌŝŶŐ�

temperature injury. A standard fall berry released by Cornell 35 years ago is ‘Heritage’, the world’s

ƉƌĞĚŽŵŝŶĂŶƚ�ƉƌŝŵŽĐĂŶĞ�ĨƌƵŝƟŶŐ�ĐƵůƟǀ Ăƌ. All raspberries are self-ĨĞƌƟůĞ�ĂŶĚ�ŵĂǇ�ďĞ�ƉůĂŶƚĞĚ�ĂůŽŶĞ͘

Plant 3 feet apart, with 8 to 10 feet between rows. They may be grown in any good garden soil

provided it is well drained ƚŽ�Ă�ĚĞƉƚŚ�ϯ�Ō�ĂŶĚ�ŚĂƐ�ŚŝŐŚ�ŵŽŝƐƚƵƌĞ�ŚŽůĚŝŶŐ�ĐĂƉĂĐŝƚǇ͘��ůƚŚŽƵŐŚ�ƚŚĞ�Ɖ, �ŽĨ�

ƚŚĞ�ƐŽŝů�ŝƐ�ŶŽƚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĐƌŝƟĐĂů͕�Ă�ƌĂŶŐĞ�ŽĨ�ϱ͘ ϴ�ƚŽ�ϲ ͘ ϱ�ŝƐ�ĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌĞĚ�ŽƉƟŵƵŵ͘ �Select a site where tomatoes,

potatoes or eggplants have not been grown. /Ĩ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŽŝů�ůĂĐŬƐ�ŽƌŐĂŶŝĐ�ŵĂƩ Ğƌ͕�ǁ ŽƌŬ�ϭ�ŝŶĐŚ�Žƌ�ŵŽƌĞ�ŽĨ��

ŽƌŐĂŶŝĐ�ƌĞƐŝĚƵĞƐ�ƐƵĐŚ�ĂƐ�ůĂǁ Ŷ�ĐůŝƉƉŝŶŐƐ͕ �ƌŽƩ ĞŶ�ůĞĂǀ ĞƐ͕ �Žƌ�ǁ Ğůů�ĐŽŵƉŽƐƚĞĚ�ŵĂŶƵƌĞ�ŝŶƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ƚŽƉ�ϰ�ƚŽ�ϲ�

inches of soil. �ĞĨŽƌĞ�ƉůĂŶƟŶŐ͕�ŵŝǆ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ϯ�ƉŽƵŶĚƐ�ŽĨ�ϭϬ-10-ϭϬ�Žƌ�ĞƋƵŝǀ ĂůĞŶƚ�ĨĞƌƟůŝǌĞƌ�ƉĞƌ�ϭϬϬ�ƐƋƵĂƌĞ�

feet of soil. You may wish to construct a temporary trellis to provide raspberry canes some support for

ƚŚĞ�ĐƌŽƉ͘ ���ƐŝŵƉůĞ�ŵĞƚŚŽĚ�ŝƐ�ƚŽ�ƐĞƚ�ƐƚĂŬĞƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƌŽǁ �Ăƚ�ϭϱ�ƚŽ�ϮϬ�Ō�ŝŶƚĞƌǀ ĂůƐ͘ �dŝĞ�ďŝŶĚĞƌ�ƚǁ ŝŶĞ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ĞŶĚ�

stake and then fasten to each stake down the row. Repeat on the opposite side of the row. If canes are

ǀ ĞƌǇ�ŚĞĂǀ Ǉ͕�ƟĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƚǁ Ž�ůŝŶĞƐ�ŽĨ�ƚǁ ŝŶĞ�ƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌ�Ăƚ�ŝŶƚĞƌǀ ĂůƐ͘

�ĂƌĞ�ŽĨ�ƉůĂŶƚƐ�ŝŶĐůƵĚĞƐ�ĨĞƌƟůŝǌĂƟŽŶ͕ �ǁ ĂƚĞƌŝŶŐ͕�ĐŽŶƚƌŽů�ŽĨ�ƉĞƐƚƐ͕ �ĂŶĚ�ƉƌƵŶŝŶŐ͘��ŽŵƉŽƐƚ�Žƌ�ĐŚĞŵŝĐĂů��������

ĨĞƌƟůŝǌĞƌƐ�ĐĂŶ�ďĞ�ƵƐĞĚ͘ ��ŚĞŵŝĐĂů�ĨĞƌƟůŝǌĞƌƐ�ƐƵĐŚ�ĂƐ�39 Plus or 10-10-10 should be applied in split

ĂƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶƐ�ŝŶ�D ĂǇ�ĂŶĚ�:ƵŶĞ. Water will be applied as needed, but remember that raspberries are

shallow-rooted, and if there is no rain, they may need about an inch and one half of water every week.

^ŝŶĐĞ�ĐĂŶĞƐ�ŐƌŽǁ �ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĂŵĞ�ƐĞĂƐŽŶ�ƚŚĞǇ�ƉƌŽĚƵĐĞ͕�ƚŚĞƌĞ�ĂƌĞ�ůĞƐƐ�ƉĞƐƚ�ƉƌŽďůĞŵƐ͘ ��>ĞĂĬ ŽƉƉĞƌƐ�ĂŶĚ����

:ĂƉĂŶĞƐĞ�ďĞĞƚůĞƐ�ĂƌĞ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĂŝŶ�ŝŶƐĞĐƚ�ƉĞƐƚƐ͕ �ǁ ŚŝůĞ��ŽƚƌǇƟƐ�ƌŽƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĨƌƵŝƚ�ĐŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�ƚŚĞ�ŵŽƐƚ�ƉƌŽďůĞŵĂƟĐ�

fungus pest.

Pruning is easy with fall berries because they are cut to the ground with a mower in March. Harvest

and storage is not complicated. The key point is that the berries must be placed in cold storage

ŝŵŵĞĚŝĂƚĞůǇ�ĂŌĞƌ�ŚĂƌǀ ĞƐƚ͕ �ƉƌĞĨĞƌĂďůǇ�Ăƚ�ϯϮ�Žƌ�ϯϯ�&͘�dŚĞǇ�ĐĂŶ�ďĞ�ƐƚŽƌĞĚ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ƚĞŵƉĞƌĂƚƵƌĞƐ�ǁ ŝƚŚŽƵƚ�

freezing, and are good for three days to one week.

/ŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ�ĞǆƚƌĂĐƚĞĚ�ĂŶĚ�ĂĚĂƉƚĞĚ�ĨƌŽŵ�ŚƩ Ɖ͗ ͬ ͬ ǁ ǁ ǁ ͘ ŐĂƌĚĞŶŝŶŐ͘ĐŽƌŶĞůů͘ĞĚƵͬ ĨƌƵŝƚͬ ƉĚĨƐͬ ƌĂƐƉŚŽŵĞŐĂƌĚĞŶ͘ ƉĚĨ



Growing Blueberries

Blueberries have become very popular over the past few years due to their reported health benefits. 

dŚĞ�ƉůĂŶƚƐ�ŚĂǀ Ğ�ĐŽůŽƌĨƵů�ďƌĂŶĐŚĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�Į ƚ�ŶŝĐĞůǇ�ŝŶƚŽ�Ă�ŚŽŵĞ�ůĂŶĚƐĐĂƉĞ͘�WůĂŶƟŶŐ�ďůƵĞďĞƌƌŝĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ǁ ĂŝƟŶŐ�

ĨŽƌ�Ă�ŚĂƌǀ ĞƐƚ�ƚĂŬĞƐ�Ă�ďŝƚ�ŵŽƌĞ�ƉĂƟĞŶĐĞ�ƚŚĂŶ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�ďĞƌƌŝĞƐ�ƐŝŶĐĞ�ƚŚĞǇ�ƚĂŬĞ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ĞŝŐŚƚ�ƚŽ�ƚĞŶ�ǇĞĂƌƐ�ƚŽ�

ƌĞĂĐŚ�ĨƵůů�ƉƌŽĚƵĐƟŽŶ͘ �dŚĞǇ�ĂůƐŽ�ƚĞŶĚ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�Ă�ĨĂǀ ŽƌŝƚĞ�ĨŽŽĚ�ŽĨ�ďŝƌĚƐ͕ �ǁ ŚŝĐŚ�ŵĞĂŶƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�ĐƌŽƉ�ǁ ŝůů�ŚĂǀ Ğ�

ƚŽ�ďĞ�ƉƌŽƚĞĐƚĞĚ�ďǇ�ŶĞƫ ŶŐ͘�&ŝŶĂůůǇ͕�the plants are acid-loving, so they need to be placed with other

acid-loving plants, or have their own space with a modified acidic soil. pH should be adjusted to

ƐŽŵĞǁ ŚĞƌĞ�ďĞƚǁ ĞĞŶ�ϰ͘ ϴ�ĂŶĚ�ϱ͘ ϯ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ŐƌŽƵŶĚ�Žƌ�ǁ ĞƩ ĂďůĞ�ƐƵůĨƵƌ. Sphagnum peat moss can also lower

Ɖ, ͘ �/ĚĞĂůůǇ͕�ƚŚĞ�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƐƵůĨƵƌ�ǁ ŝůů�ďĞ�ĚŽŶĞ�ƚŚĞ�ǇĞĂƌ�ďĞĨŽƌĞ�ƉůĂŶƟŶŐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƉƌŝŶŐƟŵĞ�ƐŽ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�

sulfur can react in the soil.

Blueberries thrive in well-drained, but constantly moist soil. Their roots need oxygen, so a swampy type

of environment is not good. Of all the berry plants, blueberries are the most tolerant of slight spring

frosts. We will generally choose highbush blueberries for our area. Suitable and favored highbush

ǀ ĂƌŝĞƟĞƐ�ŝŶ�ŽƵƌ�ĂƌĞĂ�ŝŶĐůƵĚĞ�͚�ĂƌůŝďůƵĞ͛ ͕ �͚�ƵŬĞ͛ ͕ �͚�ůƵĞƌĂǇ͕͛ �͚�ůƵĞĐƌŽƉ͛ ͕ �͚^ŝĞƌƌĂ͛ ͕ �͚dŽƌŽ͛ ͕ �ĂŶĚ�͚�ůůŝŽƚ͛ ͘ �Two

Ěŝī ĞƌĞŶƚ�ǀ ĂƌŝĞƟĞƐ�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�ŐƌŽǁ Ŷ�ƚŽ�ŐĞƚ�ƚŚĞ�ďĞƐƚ�-sized fruit, but highbush blueberries do not

absolutely require it ͘ �̂ ŽŵĞ�ƟƉƐ�ĨŽƌ�ƉůĂŶƟŶŐ�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�ŽďƐĞƌǀ ĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�ďůƵĞďĞƌƌŝĞƐ�ŝŶ�ŽƌĚĞƌ�ƚŽ�ŚĂǀ Ğ�ƐƵĐĐĞƐƐ�

ŝŶ�ŐƌŽǁ ŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞŵ͘ �WůĂŶƚ�ϰ�ĨĞĞƚ�ĂƉĂƌƚ͕ �ĂůƚĞƌŶĂƟŶŐ�ǀ ĂƌŝĞƟĞƐ�ĨŽƌ�ďĞƐƚ�ƉŽůůŝŶĂƟŽŶ͘ �dŚĞ�ƐŽŝů�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�ƐŚĂŬĞŶ�

ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�ƌŽŽƚƐ�ŽĨ�ĐŽŶƚĂŝŶĞƌ�ŐƌŽǁ Ŷ�ƉůĂŶƚƐ�ďĞĨŽƌĞ�ƉůĂŶƟŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ĂŶǇ�ĂŵĞŶĚŵĞŶƚƐ�ĂĚĚĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ƉůĂŶƟŶŐ�

ŚŽůĞ�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�ǁ Ğůů�ďůĞŶĚĞĚ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĂƟǀ Ğ�ƐŽŝů͗�dŚŝƐ�ŝƐ�ĐƌŝƟĐĂů�ƚŽ�ƉƌĞǀ ĞŶƚ�ĚƌǇŝŶŐ�ŽƵƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉůĂŶƚ�ĚƵƌŝŶŐ�

the growing season (a very common problem). Plants should be planted at the same level they were

growing in the nursery. Soil should then be watered in so that it can pack around the roots avoiding air

ƉŽĐŬĞƚƐ͘ ��ŌĞƌ�ƉůĂŶƟŶŐ͕�Ă�ůĂǇĞƌ�ŽĨ�mulch about four inches thick can be placed around the plant. Don’t

ĨĞƌƟůŝǌĞ�ĚƵƌŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�Į ƌƐƚ�ǇĞĂƌ͘��Water frequently, 1 to 2 inches per week.

dŚĞ�ďĞƐƚ�ƟŵĞ�ƚŽ�prune blueberry plants is in the early spring so you can assess and remove winter-

ŝŶũƵƌĞĚ�ǁ ŽŽĚ͘ �dŚĞǇ�ƚǇƉŝĐĂůůǇ�ĚŽ�ŶŽƚ�ŶĞĞĚ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ƉƌƵŶĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�Į ƌƐƚ�ƚǁ Ž�ƚŽ�ƚŚƌĞĞ�ǇĞĂƌƐ�ĂŌĞƌ�ƉůĂŶƟŶŐ͘��dŚĞ�

largest, oldest whole canes should be removed rather than just the branches on them. The ideal mature

plant will have about 16 canes, with two canes eight years old. A rhythm should be reached with mature

plants so that the oldest two canes will be removed annually leaving the other canes of various ages.

ZĞŵŽǀ ŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ďůŽƐƐŽŵƐ�ƚŚĞ�Į ƌƐƚ�ŽŶĞ�ƚŽ�ƚǁ Ž�ǇĞĂƌƐ�ƚŽ�ƉƌĞǀ ĞŶƚ�ĨƌƵŝƟŶŐ�ǁ ŝůů�ƐƟŵƵůĂƚĞ�ǀ ŝŐŽƌŽƵƐ�ŐƌŽǁ ƚŚ ͘

�ŝƐĞĂƐĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŶƐĞĐƚ�ƉƌŽďůĞŵƐ�ĂƌĞ�ƌĞůĂƟǀ ĞůǇ�ĨĞǁ ͘ �Deer and birds are probably the most threatening

pests ͕ �ĂŶĚ�ĨĞŶĐĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŶĞƫ ŶŐ�ĂƌĞ�ƚŚĞ�ďĞƐƚ�ƉƌŽƚĞĐƟŽŶ͘ ��ĞƌƌŝĞƐ�ŚĂŶŐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ďƵƐŚ�ĂŌĞƌ�ƚŚĞǇ�ŚĂǀ Ğ�ƚƵƌŶĞĚ�

ďůƵĞ͕�ĂŶĚ�ǁ ŝůů�Ɛǁ ĞĞƚĞŶ�ƵƉ͘ �dŚŝƐ�ƵŶĨŽƌƚƵŶĂƚĞůǇ�ŵĂŬĞƐ�ƚŚĞŵ�ƋƵŝƚĞ�ĂƩ ƌĂĐƟǀ Ğ�ƚŽ�ďŝƌĚƐ͕ �ƐŽ�ƐŽŵĞ�ĨŽůŬƐ�ĐŚŽŽƐĞ�

to harvest at an earlier, more tart stage. Blueberries keep in the refrigerator easily for more than a

week.

/ŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ�ĞǆƚƌĂĐƚĞĚ�ĂŶĚ�ĂĚĂƉƚĞĚ�ĨƌŽŵ�ŚƩ Ɖ͗ ͬ ͬ ǁ ǁ ǁ ͘ ŐĂƌĚĞŶŝŶŐ͘ĐŽƌŶĞůů͘ĞĚƵͬ ĨƌƵŝƚͬ ƉĚĨƐͬ ďďŚŽŵĞŐĂƌĚĞŶ͘ ƉĚĨ�



Growing Grapes

' ƌĂƉĞƐ�ĂƌĞ�ƚŚĞ�ŵŽƐƚ�ǁ ŝĚĞůǇ�ŐƌŽǁ Ŷ�ĨƌƵŝƚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ǁ ŽƌůĚ�ĂŶĚ�ƵŶůŝŬĞ�ŵŽƐƚ�ĨƌƵŝƚ�ĐƌŽƉƐ͕ �ŐƌĂƉĞƐ�ĂƌĞ�ŶĂƟǀ Ğ�ƚŽ�
E ŽƌƚŚ��ŵĞƌŝĐĂ͘ �dŚĞ�ǁ ŝůĚ�ŐƌĂƉĞƐ�ĨŽƵŶĚ�ďǇ�ĞĂƌůǇ�ƐĞƩ ůĞƌƐ�ǁ ĞƌĞ�ƋƵŝĐŬůǇ�ƌĞũĞĐƚĞĚ�ďĞĐĂƵƐĞ�ƚŚĞǇ�ǁ ĞƌĞ�ŚŝŐŚ�ŝŶ�
ĂĐŝĚ͕ �ůŽǁ �ŝŶ�ƐƵŐĂƌ�ĂŶĚ�ƵŶŝƋƵĞůǇ�ŇĂǀ ŽƌĞĚ͘ ��' ƌĂƉĞ�ǀ ŝŶĞƐ�ďƌŽƵŐŚƚ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�ĞŵŝŐƌĂŶƚƐΖ�ŶĂƟǀ Ğ�ĐŽƵŶƚƌŝĞƐ�
ĨĂŝůĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƐƵƌǀ ŝǀ Ğ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĞǁ �ĐŽŶƟŶĞŶƚ͘ ��' ƌĂƉĞƐ�Ěŝī Ğƌ�ŐƌĞĂƚůǇ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƚŽůĞƌĂŶĐĞ�ƚŽ�ĚŝƐĞĂƐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŶƐĞĐƚ�ƉĞƐƚƐ�
ĂŶĚ�ƚŽ�ĐŽůĚ�ǁ ŝŶƚĞƌ�ƚĞŵƉĞƌĂƚƵƌĞƐ͘ �t ŝƚŚ�ƉƌŽƉĞƌ�ĐĂƌĞ͕�ŐƌĂƉĞǀ ŝŶĞƐ�ĐĂŶ�ďĞ�ŐƌŽǁ Ŷ�ŝŶ�ŵŽƐƚ�ůŽĐĂƟŽŶƐ͘

Grapes are grouped into American, hybrid and European types. The American Concord variety is the
most widely planted grape in Ohio. It can be eaten fresh, made into wine, and it is the basis of the
ŐƌĂƉĞ�ũƵŝĐĞ�ŝŶĚƵƐƚƌǇ͘�/Ŷ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶ�ŝƚ�ŝƐ�ĐŽůĚ�ŚĂƌĚǇ�ĂŶĚ�ĚŝƐĞĂƐĞ�ƌĞƐŝƐƚĂŶƚ͘ ��ZĞĐĞŶƚůǇ�ĚĞǀ ĞůŽƉĞĚ�ŚǇďƌŝĚ�����
ƐĞĞĚůĞƐƐ�ŐƌĂƉĞ�ǀ ĂƌŝĞƟĞƐ�ƐƵĐŚ�ĂƐ�͚, ŝŵƌŽĚ͛ ͕ �͚�ŚĂŵďŽƵƌĐŝŶ͛ ͕ �ĂŶĚ�͚�ĂǇƵŐĂ͛ �ĐĂŶ�ďĞ�ŵĂĚĞ�ŝŶƚŽ�ũƵŝĐĞ͕�ǁ ŝŶĞ͕�Žƌ�
ƌĂŝƐŝŶƐ�ŝŶ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ŝŶƚĞŶĚĞĚ�ƵƐĞ�ĂƐ�ƚĂďůĞ�ŐƌĂƉĞƐ͘ �

Vines should be spaced 8 feet apart in rows 8 to 10 feet apart. They need full sun, well-drained soil, and
ŐŽŽĚ�Ăŝƌ�ĐŝƌĐƵůĂƟŽŶ ͗ ��ƉůĂŶƟŶŐ�ŶĞǆƚ�ƚŽ�Ă�ďƵŝůĚŝŶŐ�ŝƐ�ŶŽƚ�ŝĚĞĂů͘��s ŝŶĞƐ�ĂƌĞ�ƵƐƵĂůůǇ�ƉůĂŶƚĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƉƌŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�
ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�ǁ ĂƚĞƌĞĚ�ĚƵƌŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�Į ƌƐƚ�ŐƌŽǁ ŝŶŐ�ƐĞĂƐŽŶ͘ ��' ƌĂƉĞƐ�ĐĂŶ�ďĞ�ƚƌĂŝŶĞĚ�;ĂĐƚƵĂůůǇ�ƟĞĚͿ�ƚŽ�ŵĂŶǇ���
different supports. The simplest, or really the easiest, to construct and maintain is 12.5 gauge high     
tensile wires (two or three) stretched between posts 16 to 24 feet apart. The top wire is usually 5 feet
ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�ŐƌŽƵŶĚ͘ ���Ŷ�ĂƌďŽƌ�ŝƐ�Ă�ĨĂŶĐŝĞƌ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ͕ �ďƵƚ�ŝƚ�ŵĂŬĞƐ�ŐƌĂƉĞ�ŐƌŽǁ ŝŶŐ�Ă�ůŝƩ ůĞ�ŵŽƌĞ�Ěŝĸ ĐƵůƚ͘ �

Young vines must grow for several years before they are strong enough to support fruit. When the vines
are planted they should be cut back to 2 or 3 buds. Allow several shoots to grow. The goal is to have an
ĂďƵŶĚĂŶĐĞ�ŽĨ�ůĞĂǀ ĞƐ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ǀ ŝŶĞ�ƚŽ�ƉĞƌŵŝƚ�ƚŚĞ�ĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�Ă�ƐƚƌŽŶŐ�ƌŽŽƚ�ƐǇƐƚĞŵ͘ ��dŚĞ�ƐĞĐŽŶĚ�ǇĞĂƌ�����
select two sturdy canes, remove the rest and allow three to four shoots to develop about 4 feet from
ƚŚĞ�ŐƌŽƵŶĚ�ĂŶĚ�ŵĂŬĞ�ƐƵƌĞ�ƚŚĞǇ�ƐƚĂǇ�ĂƩ ĂĐŚĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ƚƌĞůůŝƐ͘ �ZĞŵŽǀ Ğ�ŇŽǁ Ğƌ�ĐůƵƐƚĞƌƐ�ĂƐ�ƚŚĞǇ�ĨŽƌŵ͘ ��ƵƌŝŶŐ�
the third year you can start regular pruning and allow some fruit to develop.

Grapes require yearly pruning. Un-pruned grape vines get very dense, diseases get hard to control and
ĨƌƵŝƚ�ƋƵĂůŝƚǇ�ĚĞĐůŝŶĞƐ͘ ��dŚĞ�ŵŽƌĞ�ďƵĚƐ�ůĞŌ�Ăƚ�ƉƌƵŶŝŶŐ͕�ƚŚĞ�ŵŽƌĞ�ĨƌƵŝƚ�ǁ ŝůů�ĚĞǀ ĞůŽƉ͘ ��Ƶƚ�ŝĨ�ƚŽŽ�ŵĂŶǇ�ĨƌƵŝƚƐ�
ĂƌĞ�ůĞŌ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĞĂƐŽŶ͕ �ƚŚĞ�ĨƌƵŝƚ�ǁ ŝůů�ďĞ�ƐŵĂůů�ĂŶĚ�Ğǀ ĞŶ�ǁ ŽƌƐĞ͕�ŵĂǇ�ŶŽƚ�ƌŝƉĞŶ͘ ��<ĞĞƉ�ŶĞǁ �ŐƌŽǁ ƚŚ�ŽŶ�
the vines near the center of the vine. The crop can then be controlled by fruit thinning to no more than
one cluster for each rapidly growing shoot. To have large berries and large clusters, small or imperfect
flower clusters can be removed as soon as they appear. 

Grapes have few insect pests, but many diseases. Major diseases are powdery and downy mildews,
and black rot. Concord grapes can tolerate these diseases with minimal control ďƵƚ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�ǀ ĂƌŝĞƟĞƐ�
need more frequent fungicide treatment. With many grapes, birds and raccoons need to be controlled
ĂƐ�ƚŚĞ�ŐƌĂƉĞƐ�ƌŝƉĞŶ͘ �E Ğƫ ŶŐ�ŝƐ�ĂŶ�ĞǆĐĞůůĞŶƚ�ǁ ĂǇ�ŽĨ�ĐŽŶƚƌŽůůŝŶŐ�ďŝƌĚƐ͘ �/ŶƚĞƌĞƐƟŶŐůǇ͕�ďŝƌĚƐ�ĚŽ�ŶŽƚ�ďŽƚŚĞƌ�
Concord grapes.
Raccoons, skunks, and opossums love grapes. It is not reasonable to assume that you could grow enough
grapes to fill them. A low (6 inches from the ground) electric fence is the best control but again has     
ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶĂů�ƵƐĞƐ͘ �

/ŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ�ĞǆƚƌĂĐƚĞĚ�ĂŶĚ�ĂĚĂƉƚĞĚ�ĨƌŽŵ�ŚƩ Ɖ͗ ͬ ͬ ǁ ǁ ǁ ͘ ŐĂƌĚĞŶŝŶŐ͘ĐŽƌŶĞůů͘ĞĚƵͬ ĨƌƵŝƚͬ ƉĚĨƐͬ ďďŚŽŵĞŐĂƌĚĞŶ͘ ƉĚĨ�



Growing Strawberries

Strawberries are well suited for the home garden since they produce fruits very quickly, and require a
ƌĞůĂƟǀ ĞůǇ�ƐŵĂůů�ĂŵŽƵŶƚ�ŽĨ�ƐƉĂĐĞ͘���ĂĐŚ�ƉůĂŶƚ�ŵĂǇ�ƉƌŽĚƵĐĞ�ƵƉ�ƚŽ�ŽŶĞ�ƋƵĂƌƚ�ŽĨ�ĨƌƵŝƚ�ĚƵƌŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�Į ƌƐƚ�ĨƌƵŝƟŶŐ�ǇĞĂƌ͘�
WƌŽĚƵĐƟŽŶ�ƵƐƵĂůůǇ�ĚĞĐůŝŶĞƐ�ĚƵƌŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĞĐŽŶĚ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚŝƌĚ�ǇĞĂƌƐ�ŽĨ�ĨƌƵŝƟŶŐ͖�Ă�ŶĞǁ �ƉůĂŶƟŶŐ�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�ĞƐƚĂďůŝƐŚĞĚ�
ĂŌĞƌ�ƉůĂŶƚƐ�ƉƌŽĚƵĐĞ�ĨƌƵŝƚƐ�ĨŽƌ�ŵŽƌĞ�ƚŚĂŶ�ϯ�ƚŽ�ϰ�ǇĞĂƌƐ͘

Strawberry plants may be of two major types, June-bearing or Ever-Bearing. In Ohio, the ripening season
of June-ďĞĂƌŝŶŐ�ƐƚƌĂǁ ďĞƌƌǇ�ĐƵůƟǀ ĂƌƐ�ƌĂŶŐĞƐ�ĨƌŽŵ�ůĂƚĞ�D ĂǇ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ĞŶĚ�ŽĨ�:ƵŶĞ͘�:ƵŶĞ-bearing types are most
popular for their flavor and quality. It is certainly Ă�ŐŽŽĚ�ŝĚĞĂ�ƚŽ�ƉůĂŶƚ�ďŽƚŚ�ƚǇƉĞƐ�ƚŽ�ŐĞƚ�ĨƌƵŝƚ�ƉƌŽĚƵĐƟŽŶ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�Į ƌƐƚ�
year from everbearing strawberries, and high yield and quality from June-bearing strawberries.

Strawberry plants require full sun for the maximum yield and the best quality. Best results are obtained
ǁ ŚĞŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƉůĂŶƚƐ�ĂƌĞ�ŐƌŽǁ Ŷ�ŝŶ�ůŽŽƐĞ͕�ĨĞƌƟůĞ�ƐŽŝůƐ�ĐŽŶƚĂŝŶŝŶŐ�ůĂƌŐĞ�ƋƵĂŶƟƟĞƐ�ŽĨ�ŽƌŐĂŶŝĐ�ŵĂƩ Ğƌ͘�dŚĞ�ƐŽŝů�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�
slightly acidic, having a pH of 5.8 to 6.5 ͘ ��dŚĞ�ƐƚƌĂǁ ďĞƌƌǇ�ƉůĂŶƚ�ŝƐ�ƐĞŶƐŝƟǀ Ğ�ƚŽ�ĞǆĐĞƐƐŝǀ Ğ�ƐŽŝů�ŵŽŝƐƚƵƌĞ͘ �̂ ƚƌĂǁ ďĞƌƌŝĞƐ�
ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�ƉůĂŶƚĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƌĂŝƐĞĚ�ďĞĚƐ�Žƌ�ŽŶ�ƌŝĚŐĞƐ�ŝĨ�ĚƌĂŝŶĂŐĞ�ŝƐ�Ă�ƉƌŽďůĞŵ͘ ��ůƐŽ͕ �Ăǀ ŽŝĚ�ƉůĂŶƟŶŐ�ƐƚƌĂǁ ďĞƌƌǇ�ƉůĂŶƚƐ�ŝŶ�
areas where potatoes, tomatoes, or sod were grown recently. Insect and disease problems may result in serious
plant damage in such areas.

�ĂƌůǇ�ƐƉƌŝŶŐ�ŝƐ�ƚŚĞ�ďĞƐƚ�ƟŵĞ�ƚŽ�ƉůĂŶƚ�ƐƚƌĂǁ ďĞƌƌǇ�ƉůĂŶƚƐ�ĂƐ�ůŽŶŐ�ĂƐ�ƐŽŝů�ŝƐ�ŶŽƚ�ƚŽŽ�ǁ Ğƚ͘ �t ŚĞŶ�ƉůĂŶƟŶŐ͕�ŵĂŬĞ�
sure to cover the roots and only half of the crown with soil. The crown is a short stem between the roots and
leaves. Make a trench ĚĞĞƉ�ĞŶŽƵŐŚ�ƚŽ�ƐĞƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƌŽŽƚƐ�ǀ ĞƌƟĐĂůůǇ. Do not bend roots horizontally. June-bearing
plants are spaced 12 to 24 inches apart. In August, rows should be 18 to 24 inches wide with plants 6 to 8 inches
apart in the row. Generally rows are 36 to 40 inches apart. For everbearing strawberries, plants are set 8 to 12
inches apart in the row with  30 to 36 inches between rows. Remove runners throughout the first season and    
ƌĞŵŽǀ Ğ�ŇŽǁ ĞƌƐ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�Į ƌƐƚ�ϲ�ǁ ĞĞŬƐ�ĂŌĞƌ�ƉůĂŶƟŶŐ͘�D ƵůĐŚ�ƚŚĞ�ƉůĂŶƟŶŐ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ϯ�ƚŽ�ϰ�ŝŶĐŚĞƐ�ŽĨ�ƐƚƌĂǁ �Žƌ�ǁ ŽŽĚ�ĐŚŝƉƐ�
ƚŽ�ĐŽŶƐĞƌǀ Ğ�ŵŽŝƐƚƵƌĞ͘��D ĞĐŚĂŶŝĐĂů�ĐƵůƟǀ ĂƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ŵƵůĐŚĞƐ�ĂƌĞ�ƌĞĐŽŵŵĞŶĚĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�ǁ ĞĞĚ�ĐŽŶƚƌŽů͘���ĚĚŝƟŽŶĂů������
watering is needed during dry seasons. Plants require 1 to 1.5 inches of water per week from mid-June to
mid-August. Take care in watering so that the soil does not remain soggy for any prolonged period.
Apply a 10-10-10 or 13-13-ϭϯ�ĨĞƌƟůŝǌĞƌ�ϳ �ƚŽ�ϭϬ�ĚĂǇƐ�ĂŌĞƌ�ƉůĂŶƟŶŐ͕�ĂŐĂŝŶ�ŝŶ�ŵŝĚ-June if rainfall has been excessive,
and again in mid-August.
 Remove the flower stalks of June-bearing strawberry plants as they appear throughout the first growing 
ƐĞĂƐŽŶ͘ �D ŽƌĞ�ƉƌŽĚƵĐƟŽŶ�ĐĂŶ�ďĞ�ĞǆƉĞĐƚĞĚ�ŝĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉůĂŶƚƐ�ĂƌĞ�ĂůůŽǁ ĞĚ�ƚŽ��ĂƩ ĂŝŶ�ůĂƌŐĞ�ƐŝǌĞ�ďĞĨŽƌĞ�ĨƌƵŝƟŶŐ͘�Remove
ƚŚĞ�ďůŽƐƐŽŵƐ�ŽĨ�Ğǀ ĞƌďĞĂƌŝŶŐ��ƚǇƉĞƐ�ŽĨ�ƉůĂŶƚƐ�ĂƐ�ƚŚĞǇ�ĂƉƉĞĂƌ�ƵŶƟů�ĂďŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�ŵŝĚĚůĞ�ŽĨ�:ƵŶĞ�(first year only). Then 
allow flowers to set fruit for harvest  during the remainder of the season. 

Strawberry plants can be fruited more than one year but probably not for more than three harvest
seasons, depending on the vigor and number of plants. June-bearing strawberries should be renovated every year
ƌŝŐŚƚ�ĂŌĞƌ�ŚĂƌǀ ĞƐƚ�ŝĨ�ŽŶĞ�ĚĞƐŝƌĞƐ�ĞǆĐĞůůĞŶƚ�ĨƌƵŝƚ��ƉƌŽĚƵĐƟŽŶ�ĨŽƌ�ŵŽƌĞ�ƚŚĂŶ�ŽŶĞ�ǇĞĂƌ͘��&ŝƌƐƚ�ĐŽŶƚƌŽů�ǁ ĞĞĚƐ�ďǇ��������
mechanical means or labeled herbicides. Remove all old leaves with a mower or a sickle. Make sure to set the
mower as high as the blade will go to avoid injuring plant crowns. Narrow the rows to a width of about 12 inches
ďǇ�ĐƵůƟǀ ĂƟŶŐ�ďĞƚǁ ĞĞŶ�ƚŚĞŵ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�Ă�ƌŽƚĂƌǇ�ƟůůĞƌ͘�dŚŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƉůĂŶƚƐ�ǁ ŝƚŚŝŶ�ĞĂĐŚ�ƌŽǁ ͕ �ůĞĂǀ ŝŶŐ�ϰ�ƚŽ�ϲ�ŝŶĐŚĞƐ�ďĞƚǁ ĞĞŶ�
plants. Topdress beds with 0.5 to 1 inch of soil. Broadcast 2.5 pounds of 10-10-ϭϬ�ĨĞƌƟůŝǌĞƌ�ƉĞƌ�ϭϬϬ�ƐƋƵĂƌĞ�ĨĞĞƚ�ŽĨ�
ƉůĂŶƟŶŐ͘��ƉƉůǇ�ϭ�ŝŶĐŚ�ŽĨ�ǁ ĂƚĞƌ�ĞĂĐŚ�ǁ ĞĞŬ�ƚŽ�ƉƌŽŵŽƚĞ�ŐƌŽǁ ƚŚ�ŝĨ�ŝƚ�ĚŽĞƐ�ŶŽƚ�ƌĂŝŶ͘ �

/Ŷ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶ�ƚŽ�ǁ ĞĞĚ�ĐŽŶƚƌŽů͕�ŵƵůĐŚŝŶŐ�ŝƐ�ŶĞĐĞƐƐĂƌǇ�ƚŽ�ƉƌŽǀ ŝĚĞ�ǁ ŝŶƚĞƌ�ƉƌŽƚĞĐƟŽŶ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ƉůĂŶƚƐ. Apply straw
ƚǁ Ž�ƚŽ�ƚŚƌĞĞ�ŝŶĐŚĞƐ�ĚĞĞƉ�Žǀ Ğƌ�ƚŚĞ�ƉůĂŶƚƐ�ĂŌĞƌ�ƚŚĞǇ�ŚĂǀ Ğ�ďĞĞŶ�ƐƵďũĞĐƚĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƐĞǀ ĞƌĂů�ƐŚĂƌƉ�ĨƌĞĞǌĞƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ůŽǁ �ϯϬƐ�Žƌ�
high 20s in fall. This is generally between November 15 and 30, but no later than December 15.
^ƚƌĂǁ ďĞƌƌǇ�ŇŽǁ Ğƌ�ďƵĚƐ�ĂƌĞ�ǀ ĞƌǇ�ƐƵƐĐĞƉƟďůĞ�ƚŽ�ƐƉƌŝŶŐ�ĨƌŽƐƚƐ͘ �D ƵůĐŚĞƐ�ƵƐĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�ǁ ŝŶƚĞƌ�ƉƌŽƚĞĐƟŽŶ�should be pulled
from plants in early spring, before there is much leaf yellowing ͘ �dŚĞ�ŵƵůĐŚ�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�ůĞŌ�ďĞƚǁ ĞĞŶ�ƌŽǁ Ɛ�ƚŽ�ĐŽǀ Ğƌ�
ďůŽƐƐŽŵƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƉƌŝŶŐ�ǁ ŚĞŶ�ĨƌŽƐƚ�ŝƐ�ƉƌĞĚŝĐƚĞĚ͕ �ĞƐƉĞĐŝĂůůǇ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ĞĂƌůǇ�ĐƵůƟǀ ĂƌƐ͘ ��
/ŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ�ĞǆƚƌĂĐƚĞĚ�ĂŶĚ�ĂĚĂƉƚĞĚ�ĨƌŽŵ�ŽŚŝŽůŝŶĞ͘ŽƐƵ͘ ĞĚƵ����&ĂĐƚƐŚĞĞƚ�, &' �ϭϰϮϰ-98


